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Flights beyond the Third Heaven, what a Rapture is, and 
a Religious Rapture; whether Mrs. Cadiere's Tranſports were 
Religious, Father Girard's Duty in that Caſe ; what that 
Joy of Mind and Heart is that is right in Religion, and 
what is not ſo, how far Joy is a Teſt, what were the Rap- 
tures of the Apoſtles and Prophets, whether Heaven will 
be rapturous, and when it is that the Underſtanding and 
Will begin to be Enthuſiaſtic. The Caſe of a Spiritual 
Guide decided, and an Aniwer to the Popiſh Argument for 
the Church, that we take the Scripture from the Church, a Point 
as yet unattempted, and Effential to all Lovers of Devotion. 


II. Tracts on other Subjects, in Humane and Divine Lears 
ning. 
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Cor: xii. 13, Whether in the Body, or out of the Body, I can- 
net tell ; God knoweth, 


T. Paul ſpeaks here of a State of Mind, which 
he could not preciſely explain; he had Viſions 
and Revelations of the Lord, but it was not 
reveal'd, whether they were in or out of the Body. 
The Occaſion of his declaring theſe extraordinary 
Movements of Thought was a Boaſt of ſome falſe 
Diſciples,, who had crept into the Church of Co- 
rinth, that their Pretenſions to the Apoſtleſhip were 
ſuperior to his, and better warranted; one Sign 
was higher Viſions and Revelations: To this St. 
Paul replies, that boaſting was fooliſh, but it was 
in his Power to oppoſe them even in that Article, 
as to peculiar Revelations, one Inſtance of which he 
relates here. : | 
WE ſez by this Competition, that the Convey- 


' ance of God's Spirit in peculiar Revelations was not 


only the Opinion, but the Fact, in the Time of St. 
Paul, and therefore may be the Fact at another 
Time. They ſhall ſee Viſions, ſays Joel, Prophe- 
cying of the Chriſtian Era: This is called Rap- 


tus Pauli, the Rapture of St. Paul; he was caught 


up to the Third Heaven, whether in or out of the 
Body, he could not tell; in thoſe Words he fur- 
niſhes a Character or Mark to define a Rapture: 
It is not a Situation of Mind, in which all Per- 
& ception is raviſh'd from it, but in which, certain 
«© Objects ſtrike ſo forcible an Impreſſion upon it, 


that it attends then to nothing elſe, is not conſcious; 
e whether it be in or out of the Body. Tho' 
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that be a Negative, it is yet the cleareſt Diſtinction 
of a Rapture: For that is inconſiſtent with that 
free general Exerciſe of the Judgment and Under- 
ſtanding which prevails at other times; and it 
means, that genera] Senſe is ſnatch'd away, and 


engroſs'd by a certain Sett of Objects then before 


the Mind, unconſcious of any other. 

TO be diſtinct and gradual on this Point, we 
w1ll adapt it to the reported Raptures of Mrs. Ca- 
diere: And here it is proper to conduct our ſelves 
by the moſt regular Chain of Propoſitions we can 
diſcover, apphcable to all Caſes, 

HER Raptures were no Matter of Duty or Obli- 
cation, There is no Text in the Old or New Teſta- 
ment that obliges the Conſcience to a Rapture in 
Devotion: that is, to be God only knows . as 


St. Paul ſpeaks. The Inſtances of it that occur are 
not Laws; they are Examples of a ftrong Bent of 


Mind and Heart to-a religious Idea, and Proofs, 
how far God may immediately ſtrike and affect the 
Soul; no Ties on any one to that Frame at any 
other time, or in any other Perſon. Exemplum fine 
Lege, an Example without a Law does not oblige ; 
is a conſtant natural Axiom, | 
AND as therefore her Raptures were not Duties, 
nor Acts of Obedience to the Law of Chriſt or 


God; fo they could not be any Meaſure of Duty, 


any Rule to judge of its Perfection, or the Inte- 


grity of her Obedience. They were entirely un- 
connected with, and diſtinct from her Duty, her 
Perfection. For Perfection is only the moſt perfect 
Diſcharge of Duty poſſible: the reſt, Supererogation, 
is Will-Worſhip, not Obedience to God's Will, 
which is our Perfection, but our own, which is not 
Religion. It is worſhipping and 1dolizing our ſelves; 
placing our ſelves in the Throne of God, to make 
"pom Duties, or Points of Perfection, God 


has made na ſuch declaration, and we have no cer- 


tain 
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tain Light, but his reveal'd Will, to perfect the 
Standard of our Religion. In fact, God has pro- 
duc'd ſuch Raptures, he has not made an univerſal 
promiſe of them, nor requir'd them of any Chriſ- 
tian. 

AND this Girard, the Confeſſor, ought to have 
inform'd his Penitent. But as the Romiſh Doctrine 
of Works of Supererogation, doing more than is 
commanded, too much favours what extraordinary 
Flights of imagin'd Piety they will countenance, 
or exact; ſo he, entangled in that Falſhood, was 
led to encourage, or connive at, her Extremes : 
and this ſhews the Misfortune of being educated in 
a Miſtake ; we are not aſſur'd to what Miſchiefs it 
will, in future Life, expoſe us. | 

HER Raptures then, not being a Duty, were a 


Suſpenſion, an Interruption, and therefore a hin- 


drance of Duty. In religious Exerciſes, what in- 
terrupts Religion, is againſt it; ſo that we are to 
enquire, whether her Raptures were not ſo many 
Sins. 

IT may be alledg'd, that if they were from God, 
they were Duties and not Sins. But ſuppoſing they 
were from God, they were Gifts, Favours, un- 


common Vouchſafements only; not Duties. She 


could no more be oblig'd to any Actions in purſu- 
ance of theſe Raptures, than to walk in her Sleep: 
ſhe might be carry*d by their Force to unuſual Acts, 
not morally oblig*d : her Mind being then ſubject 


to a neceſſary Impulſe, and not free to diſcern or 


obey voluntarily and clearly, but neceſſitated, and 
the full Uſe of her Judgment taken away, there- 
fore incapable of moral Obligation. It may be 
ſaid, that God's Grace is irreſiſtible, and yet the 
Mind morally oblig*d; but that is an Error: God's 
Grace is not capa ble of being prov'd irreſiſtible in 
any Law to Mankind; but in ſome Examples only 
of extraordinary Perceptions and conſequent Ac- 
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tions, ſingular to the Perſon, not general; as in 

the Prophets and Apoſtles. 

WE know, and it is agreed, that they were in- 
ſpir'd; we do not know that St. Catharine, St. 

Francis, and St. Cadiere, were inſpir'd. Therefore 

we know their Raptures came from God; we have 6 

not that aſſurance of her's. She wrought no Signs 

which were a Demonſtration of a ſupernatural Im- 

pulſe from God, like St. Paul's raiſing the dead, 

ſtriking Elymas blind, diſabling the Viper at Me- 
lita, and the like. Her Confeſſor was treacherous, 
knowing the want of this Satisfaction, not to ap- 
prize her, that her Raptures had no apparent Marks 
of flowing from the Operation of Heaven. Her 
Opinion, however ſtrong, was no Proof to another, 
nor to herſelf: many cannot avoid an Impreſſion ; 
and yet it may be from Satan. Mr. Lacy obſerves, 
that the Words Holy Men of old ſpake, as mov*d 
oe vp, by the Holy Ghoſt, imply a neceſ- 
ſary inevitable . But it 1s ſuppos'd, they had 

Inſpiration: he allows that Suppoſition; there was 
| ſome diſtinct Proof, beſides their own Opinion and 
Propenſity. Their Caſe then differs from his, or 
Mrs. Cadiere's, who are not ſuppos'd, allow'd, 
prov'd to be inſpir'd. 

AND there is one plain Mark in her Raptures, 
which contradicts that Text: --- it 1s ſpoke of Holy 
Men of old ; ſhe was, and own'd herſelf guilty of 
wicked Actions; therefore was not holy, nor mov'd 
by the Holy Ghoſt. The Prophets and Apoſtles 
were never raptur'd to do evil: for then the Holy 
Ghoſt, the Cauſe of their Raptures, would have 
| forſaken them; and thoſe Raptures, owing to the 
j Holy Ghoſt, muſt have fallen. She had a criminal 
Paſſion, and by that might herſelf, or her Confeſ- | 
| ſor ought to have made her, acknowledge that they | 
1 were not from Gd. | 


Here 
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HERE then we have a clear Principle, that a re- 
lig ious, or ſeemingly religious, Rapture, is not from 
God, if it be accompanied by wicked Paſſions or 
Actions. And this is the Caſe: --- Whence Her's 

roceeded was ſhewn on the laſt Lord's Day, from 
miſtaken Principles of Devotion, violent Impulſes 
conſequent on them, from the Father of Lies, and 
Father Confeſſor. He rather encourag'd what he 
himſelf own'd to be Illuſions, and did not diſcoun- 
tenance them. 

AND here the Fountain-head is to be corrected; 
miſtaken Principles of Devotion, and ſo a miſtaken 
extravagant Attention and Pleaſure, on that Foun- 
dation. It is proper to ſee, at what point of time, 
at what preciſe Limit, the Underſtanding and Will 
may be Enthuſiaſtic in Religion; chat is, violent 
and mechanical in Error. Thus is at once the Limit 
ſuggeſted. 3 | 

THE Commencement of Mrs. Cadiere* $ Raptures 
was in Error of Underſtanding and Inclination to 
Saintſhip, or the Idea and Love of. {piritual Per- 
tection. That has been adjuſted, “ doing God's 
% Laws the moſt perfectly we can: “ ſhe had other 
Notions, as that of the indiſputable and impli- 
ce cite Duty of following the Dictates of a ſpiritual 
& Guide; here, becauſe the Advice of a ſpiri- 
tual Guide, a kind of Confeſſor, is, in ſome reſpect, 
the Preſcription of Dr. Taylor, Horneck, Ham- 
mond, and moſt other devotional and practical Di- 
vines among Proteſtants, I am led to clear that Di- 
rection. 

THE Dictates of a ſpiritual Guide are not Laws 
of God: He is not God; nor, therefore, his Di- 
rections, God's Directions. They may poſſibly 
agree with them, and therefore may be ſpecifically, 
tho? not identically, the fame: 
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AND as ſuch a Guide is not God, not infallible, 
not all-wiſe and all-good, no implicite Regard is 
to be given to his Inſtructions, that being due to 
God only. Here was Mrs. Cadiere's Miſtake; and 
few Confeſſors will be ſo honeſt as to undeceive 
their Pupils in this Perſuaſion. 


THE Streſs is here: if a Word or Text of Scrip- 


ture be not underſtood, or a Chriſtian cannot ſee 


how to apply it rightly to a particular Caſe in Life, 
or the Practice of Religion, then he may, if he 
thinks proper, and that he is bound to it by God's Law, 
aſk the opinion of one whoſe Knowledge and Pro- 
bity he eſteems, what is the Meaning of that Word 
or Text, and how he ſhould apply it to a Cale in 
practice. This is the whole ſtrict Affair of a ſpiri- 
tual Guide, and indeed, of a Confeſſor. 

FOR inſtance, if a Chriſtian does not know the 
Meaning of the Word, Charity, in 1 Cor. 13. he 
may. enquire of ſome learned Guide; and if he 
knows not how he ought to be charitable to this or 
that Perſon, he may ſtate the Caſe, and aſk his 
Opinion ; ſtill with a falvo to his own Judgment to 
be exercis'd rationally and freely on that opinion of 
his own Guide, not blindly, leſt the Blind lead the 
Blind, as Girard did Cadiere, and both fall into the 
o 8 
AND here I would furntſn a ſhort clear Principle 
to all plain Chriſtians, to eſcape the Sophiſtry of 
Papiſts. They ſay, Lou take the Bible from the 
Church; therefore ſhould take all your Religion 
from the Church, and every Prieſt and Confeſſor 
calls himſelf the Church. The Poſtulatum is falſe : 
we do not take the Bible from the Church, in ge- 
neral, much leſs from their Church of Rome (which 
is particular, not Catholic; ) but the Church, the 


firſt Chriſtians, took the Bible from Chriſt and the 


Apoſtles: and I, for inſtance, examine what Bible 
Chriſt and lus Apoſtles gave the firſt ao 
| | and 


| 
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and left the World, and I take the ſame ; not be- 
cauſe the firſt Chriſtians, or thoſe whom any will 
call the Church, took it; but becauſe they were 
bound to take it, and becauſe I ſee myſelf bound 
to take it on the original Evidence of its Propoſal, 
whether they had taken 1t or no. 

I HIS cuts off all Romiſh Objections that the Bible 

is no compleat Rule of Faith and Practice, becauſe 
you take it from the Church, and that is therefore 
the Rule: for we take it, not from the Church, 
or their Church; but as from Chriſt, as from the 
Apoſtles, for the fame Reaſons, perhaps, that the 
Church took it, and yet not becauſe the Church 
took it, but we ought to have receiv'd it, if the 
Church had not receiv'd it. 

FOR inſtance, I receive Chriſt's Sermon, as it is 
calPd, on the Mount, becauſe Chriſt ſpoke it be- 
fore great Numbers of Friends and Enemies, and 
an Apoſtle handed it to the firit Chriſtians. If 
thoſe firſt Chriſtians, that Church, had not re- 
ceiv'd it, they ought to have embrac'd it, becauſe 
Chriſt ſpoke it, and St. Matthew handed it. The 
Witneſſes of it fince then did not make the Ser- 
mon, or the Circumſtances of the Thing, therefore 
I rake it not from them ; they are only a Caufz 
ſine qua non: I muſt have it from ſome hands or 
conveyance ; bur they are not a formal or efficient 
Cauſe of that Sermon. | 

THEREFORE Duty is not fron the Church, but 
both that and the Church from the Scripture ; 
Faith by hearing, hearing by the Word of God. St. 
Paul did not ſlay, Faith was from the Church; 
conſequently Mrs. Cadiere's Supererogation of Saint- 
ſhip being from her Notions of the Church, and of 
her Confeſſor, not from the Bible, were not Duty, 
and her Raptures neither Duty nor Religion. 

WE are therefore to fix, what that Joy of Mind 
and Heart is, that is right in Religion, and what 

is 
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is not ſo. We read of Joy in the Holy Ghoſt, 
Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory, and that the 
Fruit of the Spirit 1s Joy. We are commanded 
alſo to rejoyce in God, fo that chearfulneſs and 
ng in Devotion is not only a privilege but a 
uty : And it is a great Motive to Devotion and 
Piety that Satisfaction is annex'd to it. 

BUT the Spirit is Truth and Wiſdom and Righ- 
teouſneſs, ſo that it muſt be ſtill a rational Joy, not 
one that is frantic and delirious: And Joy ſpring- 
ing from, and ſuppoſing Knowledge of Duty, a 
Good Conſcience, and Joy of the Underſtanding, 
not out of the underſtanding: It may be unſpeak- 
able, that is, beyond what we can adequately ex- 
preſs in Words, for the pleaſure of the Heart can- 
not be fully or ſtrictly worded, convey'd in Lan- 
guage, Words mean by Cuſtom what all agree; 
and cannot delineate what a particular Perſon feels 
within, known only to himſelf. Full of Glory, 
1s, full of certainty, or ſentiment, g or elle 
reiembling in its degree and nature that brightneſs 
we obſerve in a clear ſtrong Light: Glory is a 

ght, a clear Judgment, not one that 1s 
darken'd, or dazzling. | 

IT muſt be a Joy of Thought, not without 
thought, not a meer ſenſation : It muſt be a Joy 
of Conſcience, and its degree proportion'd to the 
Conſciouſneſs of doing our Duty, ariſing from 
that Sentiment: not giving a Looſe to a paſſive 
Enjoyment of our ſelves, in a pleaſant State of 
the Animal Spirits, which are gayer, more radiant, 
finer, ſtronger, and more agile, in ſome than 
others, and capable of being Intenſe or remils, 
from particular Caules. 

FOR inſtance, after a turn of good fortune, af- 
ter cating and drinking, that alacrity which ſuper- 
venes on that accident or circumſtance is not part 
of religious or devout Joy 3 Animal Joy is not 
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Spiritual; we are indeed fram'd organically, that 
the Body muſt affect the Mind, but religious Joy 
is from Conſcience of Duty done, that is it's teſt, 
and ſuch a Joy is the Plerophory, the full aſſurance 
of Faich, which is the Touchſtone of our State 
with God. | g DES 

It is not an Unthinking, unreaſonable, mard-. 
lin Delight; the Love of God is Judgment, not 
Dotage; if it be more than flows from Judgment 
it is not religious Joy; if it flows from the Spirits 
only, ſo far again it is Animal, not religious: If 
it be from a wrong Thought, it is an Erroneous 
Joy, if from abſence of Thought, fooliſh ; if 
trom a diſorderly Thought, frantic, if from a ſin- 
ful Thought, not at all religious, but totally wick- 
ed and Diabolical, if from a religious perſuaſion, 
and diſproportion'd to the Truth of that perſuaſion, 
it is Enthuſiaſm. It is, to be Chriſtian, and good, 
a pleafure from a juſt Conſcience of known Du- 
ties done, a judicious Intellectual pleaſure only, 
any ver falls under ſame Article above- men- 
tion'd. 5 . 4 

The Love of God is an Act of Judgment and 
Underſtanding with the will fix'd on the Sove- 
reign Good: Not a blind irrational mechanical 
Love, or an Animal fondneſs: It is an eſteem, 
and a defire to have God's Favour and Preſence 
above all Things, and a delight in him with all 
the Heart, reaſonable, not delirious : founded on 
a, diſtinct Thought of God's attributes and acti- 
ons. 5 

We may here conſider, whether Heaven will be 
rapturous : It is faid, Eye hath not ſeen, nor Ear. 
heard, nor has it enter'd into the Heart of Man 
to conceive the Things which God has prepar'd 


for them that love him. The meaning of that is, 


that at preſent we cannot comprehend what we 


ſhall then poſſeſs : It is never ſaid, nor Imply'd. 
SES C | that 
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that we ſhall not then comprehend what we ſhall 


there enjoy 3 indeed we ſhall never be able to com- 


prehend God his Nature, and Glory fully, we be- 
ing Finite; nor ſpall we be able fully to expreſs 
what we cart only enjoy; but it is a Contradiction 


in Ternis, that there we ſhall not comprehend the 


Joy we-'ſhall feel, becauſe the Senſe of it is the 
Comprehenſion of that Pleaſure. 

T HE Rhetorical Figures, and high ſtrains of 
ſome Divines, and ſome Devotions, have introduc- 
ed an Imagination of Joy in Holy things, which is 
injudicious and unreaſonable, and has done more 
Harm than Good, by taking off the Sohriety of 
Thought, and an attention to Duty, and giving a 
ſpiritual Pride, which 1s the worſt Pride, the Cauſe 
of Uncharitableneſs, Error, and often of Sin. Some 
by ſuch extraordinaries have loſt the Eſſentials: And 
indeed, ſince the eſſentials are as much as the beſt 
and ſo many Diſtractions only. 

IN Heaven itſelf we ſhall know as we are 
known : The Knowledge and the Joy will be Col- 


can do, the extra- eſſentials muſt be Impediments 


lateral, there will be no 7 0 that is a Joy 


beyond Knowledge: God's Peace indeed is ſaid to 
paſs all Underſtanding, becauſe it ſurpaſſes our Un- 
derſtanding to attain it without God, it is his Gift, 
we cannot underſtand how God imparts it to us, 
nor can we perfectly explain to our e or others 
the Nature of that Peace which is the ſole Favour 
and Infuſion of an Infinite Being. But we can in 
ſome meaſure underſtand it, or we could not call it 
the Peace of God; and the Word All, in Scrip- 
ture, is not always ſtrictly univerſal, but means 
many, or moſt, or all in ſome reſpect: As it is ſaid 
Men dye, tho' fome dy'd not, and the like. 
WE fee by the fatal Inſtance now diſcourſed 
upon, that Errors in Religion are not . Mat- 
ters, they may prodyce Conſequences, that may 
mY e, end 
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tend to the Deſtruction and Diſgrace of Men and 


Families : Therefore, in St. Paul's Phraſe, be ye not 
unwiſe, but underſtand what the. Wl: of the Lord 
is; One Duty is not to compound. for the Ne- 
glect of another, nor is zeal to expel Prudente: The 
Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making. Wiſe the 
Simple ; the Commandmentsof the Lord enlighten 
the Eyes: Be we not of their Number, who 
know not, but walk on in Darkneſs; that Err in 
their Hearts ; the Wiſdom of the Prudent is to un- 
derſtand his Way; as to others, he that made them, 
will not have Mercy on them. 

On the whole, that Verſe, Iſaiah xix. 10. is a 
Key to that Subject; --- The Lord hath poured 
upon them the Spirit of deep Sleep ; --- An undiſ- 
cerning Mind he puniſhes with Deluſion 3 Add to 
Knowledge Virtue ; Humane Judgment is the Pil- 
grim, God's the Guide, and the End of our Way 
the everlaſting Mountains, 


N. B. Lately is publiſh'd, A Sermon in De- 
fenſe of the Societies for Reformation of Manners, 
ſuch a one, as it was expected the Rev. Dr. Her- 
ring Dean of Rocheſter ſhould have preach'd before 
them at Bow-Churc. 
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